A Summary of the Old Testament
Type of Writing

The Old Testament is arranged in four types of writing.
Law

History

Poetry

Prophecy

Creedal in nature.
Describes guidelines
for godly living
among cultures that
do not honor God.

Narrative in nature.
Describes the early
existence of the
Hebrew people.

Emotional in nature.
Describes man’s
relationship with God
and others.

Judicial in nature. Prophecy
declares God’s just and
gracious character by
announcing future events
with tones of warning.

Genesis. The account
of creation, the fall of
man, the promise of
a Savior for all
humanity, and the
preservation of the
Savior through the
Hebrews.

Joshua. The
entering and
conquering of the
Promised Land.

Job. The story of
human suffering and
God’s sovereignty.

Prophecy can have both
near and far application.
Some was historically
fulfilled; some is still future
in fulfillment. Some are
both.
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Prophecy speaks about
God’s punishment (and
eventual restoration) of
Israel. It also predicts much
about the Messiah. See
Isaiah 53.
There are two types of
prophecy books: the longer
ones, called Major
Prophets, and the shorter
ones, called Minor
Prophets.
Major Prophets: Isaiah,
Jeremiah, Lamentations,
Ezekiel, Daniel
Minor Prophets: Hosea,
Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah,
Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk,
Zephaniah, Haggai,
Zechariah, Malachi

